Bart De Vogelaere <bckdev@gmail.com>
To:takisnik@yahoo.com,arismarghetis@rogers.com

Mar 22 at 7:37 PM

Dear Sirs,

I would like to bring forward 4 issues that perhaps can be discussed in the next FIDE Arbiters' Commission Councilors' Meeting.
1. 'Tournament hopping'.
In February 2018, the following incident took place.
A GM took part in a 3 day Swiss tournament (6 rounds), held on friday, saturday and sunday.
He unexpectedly lost his first game on friday and considered himself to be out of the prize money.
Therefore he left this tournament.
The day after, while the first tournament was still in progress, he played in an other rapid tournament.
There he lost his game in round 5 (after a rejected claim), was out of the prize money, and left the tournament, not playing in the last 2 rounds.
This behavoiour is bad for the tournament organisors and for the players he met in these 2 tournaments.
In August 2018, I noticed a tournament switch by 2 other players. They had registered to take part in 2 partly overlapping tournaments beforehand, so leaving the first tournament still in progress was premeditated.
I think, as a rule, a player who leaves a tournament in progress, should not be allowed to play in any other tournement, as long as the tournement he has left is still in progress. Of course with the exception of knock-out tournaments, when knocked -out. 
2. False and idle registrations for tournaments
I played in a Swiss tournament in December 2017.
Registration was required.
Confirmation of the registration was required just before the tournament.
A substantial number of registered players did not confirm their registration.
Dispite this, most of the absent players were paired for the first round.
This resulted in about 20 players winning their first game by default!
I think every organiser of a Swiss tournament has to deal with the same situation before the first round is paired.
What to do with the registered players who fail to present themselves before the start of the tournament?
Removal of these players in the players list? 
Mark them as absent players for round 1? 
Or pair them for round 1 (despite not being present) because one believes/hopes that these players will show up later anyhow, held up by trafic or whatever reason?
I have been told that some players are well known to register for tournaments, just for fun, and never show up.
As far as I know, there are now no sanctions for players who register for tournaments and do not show up,
without informing the organisors.
3. Legitimation of a ruling by the chief arbiter of a decision made by a deputy arbiter
After reading the FIDE Arbiters' Magazine No 6, case B - illegal move vice-versa, I have this question. 
(I am not in the possession of the tournament rules of this tournament).
This question is not about the problem of not claiming an illegal move and continuing the game by a legal move. I have read this is already on the agenda.
Can a player, after a ruling made by a deputy arbiter on a claim, appeal against this ruling to the chief arbiter, before making an appeal with the Appeals Committee?  
  
My question is about the 'overruling appeal' one may seem to launch to the Chief arbiter, against a decision of a deputy arbiter. In this case a match arbiter. In the FIDE Competion rules this possibility is not mentioned in article 10.3. Perhaps article 10.1 must be read in this way, but this is not clear. I also have a problem with the conclusion made in the Arbiters' Magazine that the Chief arbiter had the right to overrule the decision of the Match Arbiter, according to article 8.7 of the Laws of Chess. This article does not mention the possibility of this overruling.
I would like to point out that, if this this 'overruling appeal' is allowed, it seems wise (but not logical) never to make a claim directly to the chief arbiter in a tournament, since then only an appeal to the Appeals Committee is possible and an 'overruling appeal' cannot be asked. 
FIDE Competition rules
10 Penalties, Appeals 
10.1 When there is a dispute, the CA or CO as appropriate should make every effort to resolve matters by reconciliation. It is possible that such means will fail and the dispute is such that penalties are appropriate but not specifically defined by the Laws of Chess or the Competition Rule. Then the CA (in consultation with the CO) shall have discretionary power to impose penalties. He should seek to maintain discipline and offer other solutions which may placate the offended parties. 
10.2 In all competitions there shall be an Appeals Committee (AC). The CO shall ensure that the AC is elected or appointed before the start of the first round, usually at the drawing of lots, or players’ meeting. It is recommended that the AC consist of a Chairman, at least two members and two reserve members. The Chairman, the members and reserve members shall, if possible, be from different federations, if it is an international competition. No member of the AC involved in the dispute shall rule in that dispute. Such a committee should have an odd number of voting members. Members of the AC shall not be younger than 21 years old. 
10.3 A player or a registered official representing a player or team may appeal against any ruling made by the CA or CO or one of their assistants. Such an official may include the player's team captain, head of delegation or other person as defined in the rules of the event., 
10.4 An appeal shall be accompanied by a fee and submitted in written form not later than the deadline. Both fee and deadline shall be fixed in advance. The decisions of the AC shall be final. The fee is returnable if the appeal is successful. The fee (or part of it) may also be returned if the appeal is unsuccessful but considered reasonable in the view of the committee.
FIDE Laws of chess
	8.7
	At the conclusion of the game both players shall sign both scoresheets, indicating the result of the game. Even if incorrect, this result shall stand, unless the arbiter decides otherwise.



4. Smoking during play
FIDE RULES
	11.3.4
	Smoking, including e-cigarettes, is permitted only in the section of the venue designated by the arbiter.


I think it is time for FIDE to consider to no longer permit smoking breaks by players during play. 
Smoking while playing a game of chess is not compatible with the idea that chess is a sport.
It is now one of the main reasons that some players frequently leave the playing hall during play.
This causes suspicion that smoking breaks might be used for cheating purposes.
It is nearly impossible for arbiters to make sure that smoking breaks are not used for cheating purposes.
In my country (Belgium) chess is not considered to be a sport by the ministers of sport of the regions.
I regret this.
But it is hard to claim that this is incorrect as long as players are allowed to have smoking breaks during their games.
Yours Sincerely
Bart De Vogelaere
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